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Riera, Léa. 2022. From Tensions to Integrations: Development and Conservation Coalitions in Fijian 
Coastal Fisheries Management. PhD thesis, University of Bremen & Paul-Valéry Montpellier 3 
University.  

Abstract: This thesis explores past and current dynamics of coastal fisheries management regimes 
in Fiji, South Pacific. In particular, it seeks to better understand the evolution of discourses and 
practices of advocacy coalitions of actors defending the prioritization of either economic 
development or biodiversity conservation objectives. Going back as far as 1890, it examines how 
these coalitions have proposed over time to frame, organize and control subsistence and artisanal 
fishing activities in Fiji, and exposes the progressive and multi-scalar encounter of ‘development’ 
and ‘conservation’ coalitions. Indeed, in recent years, in the face of growing calls for the sustainable 
and integrated management of oceans and coasts, this encounter has given a momentum to a new, 
collaborative, integrated management regime in which coastal fisheries hold a central place.The 
study relies on a multi-sited ethnography completed by archive and policy reviews, and is based on a 
conceptual framework fed by political ecology and policy analysis approaches. It brings the concept 
of ‘hybridity’ into play to understand evolving discourses, practices and power relations in this 
movement toward the emergence of an ‘integrated’ moment and its plural materializations. In 
particular, it questions the consequent processes of (re)distribution of roles and responsibilities 
between state and non-state actors, as well as the growing articulation of their coercive and 
voluntary approaches in different management regimes. This work demonstrates how management, 
taken as what Foucault called a regime of practices, is a multifaceted object shaped, adapted or 
circumvented by actors defending different and fluctuating interests. In the management regimes 
identified, fisheries have been problematized as a behavioral, techno-scientific or political issue, 
while fish and fishers have been qualified in diverse ways (e.g. for the former, as holding economic, 
aesthetic, cultural, nourishing or intrinsic value; and for the latter, as participants to the national 
economy, guardians of the sea or holders of political claims). However, to participate in the new 
integrated (and thus hybrid) regime, state and non-state actors must, more than ever before, 
demonstrate flexibility and mobilize simultaneously developmentalist, environmentalist, and localist 
discourses and practices. I finally show that, under the promise of a (re)conciliation of conservation 
and development objectives, processes of negotiation which are constitutive of management are 
made invisible rather than elucidated. When framed under such win-win discourses, the integrative 
rhetoric encompasses risks of de-politicizing questions addressing human-nature relations, which 
are, in many ways, highly political. 
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Célestin, Justine. 2021. “Oceanscape” & “Seascape”. Master thesis, Paul-Valéry Montpellier 3 
University.  

Abstract: The terms “oceanscape” and “seascape” appear to be increasingly employed in public 
policies related to marine management and conservation in the South Pacific and in the scientific 
literature. A literary and bibliographic study allowed me to question their uses and definitions. It 
reveals that “seascape” appears to have more weight in the academia than “oceanscape”. In addition, 
the use of “oceanscape” in South Pacific policies appears to be generally in reference to the concept 
of “Pacific Oceanscape” while the use of “seascape” highlights the land-sea relation in both policies 
in the region and certain literary works. 

Elmira, Clémence. 2020. Revue de la littérature scientifique sur la valeur socioculturelle d’espèces 
marines dans le cadre du projet SOCPacific. Internship report, AgroParisTech.  

Abstract: Within the scope of one of SOCPacific’s thematic areas (social values of places and 
resources in connection with inshore and offshore fisheries), the team explores the sociocultural 
value of some marine species in Fiji, New Caledonia and Vanuatu, in particular regarding groupers 
and trevallies. This internship aimed at carrying out a literature review on this topic. To do so, I 
conducted a bibliographic search on the Pacific Community (SPC)’s digital library and on Google 
Scholar in order to list the existing references on the sociocultural value of groupers and trevallies in 
the three above-mentioned study areas, then to analyze how this value is expressed and how it 
evolves over time. This study reveals that there are relatively few references on the topic in the two 
databases, with a strong disequilibrium between the numerous references found about Fiji and the 
few references found for New Caledonia and Vanuatu. A few documents describe trevallies as 
totems of specific clans in New Caledonia, or as symbols characterizing some clans in both New 
Caledonia and Fiji. Groupers briefly appear in myths of origin of Kanak clans in New Caledonia, and 
are recently connected with “traditions” in awareness campaigns aiming at their protection from 
overfishing. The study has also analyzed the context in which these (often short) references were 
found. Among SOCPacific’s other species and elements of interest, no reference to the sociocultural 
value of sea cucumbers and reef passages was found, whereas I found numerous and detailed 
references about sharks and turtles. Besides, some references address changes in local customs, 
partly due to the Western world’s influence, which is crucial to understand the references found. 
Finally, this report suggests many avenues to complete this preliminary study. 
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